
Amalgamation Communication Update for Officials 

What’s happening in the world of the officials in Ontario?  With the quickly approaching amalgamation 
of all 4 sections in Ontario, the small JET committee (short for Judges/Evaluators/Technical committee), 
has been collecting and collating information about how our officials are recruited, trained, invited and 
assigned to test sessions and competitions, promoted and kept informed of the many changes 
happening in figure skating. 

What is not changing?   

The role of the judge/evaluator/technical official is not changing; those roles stay the same.  Judges and 
technical officials will be invited to competitions in a similar way.  A competitions availability survey for 
in the coming season will be sent to all judges and technical people around the end of April/beginning of 
May.  Competitions are remaining the same for the first half of the 2017-2018 season, with a few minor 
changes in dates.  Competitions in the second half of the season will continue to be scheduled in similar 
time frames but the location(s) may change slightly, depending on the LOC (local organising committee). 

What is changing?  

Scheduling of test sessions may change, depending on where you live/evaluate tests.  An Evaluator 
Bureau is being considered as part of the new amalgamation.  This process will be fairly similar for those 
evaluators in the eastern, northern and central portion of the province, but will be a new process for 
those evaluators in the western part of the province.  Further information will be distributed once a final 
decision has been made by the new section committee. 

Why are we continuing with an evaluator bureau?  Skate Canada has implemented a new format for 
tests in the Star Skate program.  All Star 1 to 5 tests will be evaluated by the skater’s own coach.  This 
new process for evaluating the lower tests (formerly referred to as preliminary and junior bronze) has 
already started in several clubs across Canada, and must be implemented by September 1, 2017.  This 
means that all test days as of Sept. 1st requiring evaluators will include tests from the senior bronze to 
gold level.   A review of tests across the province indicates that many test days included all levels of 
tests, however most of those tests are Star 1 to 5.  The evaluator bureau would assist in organizing high 
test days, which will help with finding officials.  Clubs hosting high test days may need to combine with 
other clubs to make it feasible for evaluators to travel and complete tests efficiently. 

Training/Development Opportunities 

With the change in the evaluator status requirements, we realize that some evaluators may choose to 
continue their ongoing development, while other evaluators may choose to step out of the role.  We 
encourage anyone who is a Preliminary to Senior Bronze evaluator who is interested in ongoing 
development to the gold level, to contact their section officials’ chair as soon as possible, and definitely 
before April 1st.  For those who choose not to continue evaluating, we encourage you to stay involved.  
Let us know who you are at https://form.jotform.com/SkateOntario/skate-ontario-volunteer-registratio. 

Skate Canada is also planning a new judges’ pathway for promotion.  Much of the learning material will 
be completed with on-line learning modules.  There will also be a 2-3 day workshop and additional 
learning specific to the individual, in conjunction with a mentor.  The timing of this new format is still not 
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confirmed, but is anticipated for this spring.  More news as we learn further;  until then, promotions will 
continue in a similar fashion.  Please contact your officials’ chair if you have questions about the current 
promotion process.  If you have questions about the new pathway, please feel free to send them to 
Skate Canada. 

We are planning to offer a Novice Synchro clinic/seminar this spring, hopefully in April.  We have also 
submitted an application to host a technical officials clinic/seminar in June/July this year.  If you are 
interested in either of these clinics/seminars, please contact your section officials’ chair to let her know 
about your interest.  Stay tuned for further information about dates and times for these activities. 

Expenses 

This is not changing.  The mileage expense is the same Skate Canada amount and judges will continue to 
follow the same expense guidelines that Skate Canada publishes or your current section recommends, 
until new guidelines are developed by the new section.  Please submit your expenses to your current 
section officials’ chair until April 1 2017.  Information about the process after April 1st will be sent in later 
messages. 

This is an exciting, challenging time for our skating world in Ontario.  Please do let us know if you have 
comments, questions or suggestions by sending them to officials@skateontario.org.  We provide 
answers and/or direction and share that with all officials.  If we don’t have the answer, we will bring 
them to the committee to try to find resolution. 

Sue Blatz, JET Sub-Committee Chair 
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