
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Coaches of Ontario, 

 

As you know, there was an eighty-three percent yes vote at the Ice Summit in Newfoundland in 

June 2016, and combined with the four amalgamation votes in February 2017 to ratify Ontario 

into one skating province, we have overwhelmingly shown that we are ready to complete this 

transition once and for all and to create positive change in this province.   Unfortunately, as of 

Wednesday, February 22, 2017, a small group of current Ontario Section executives have 

decided that they will influence the process, by negatively impacting the vote this Saturday, 

February 25, 2017 for the new Board of Directors.  They are using their current status to gain 

votes and direct calling to unsuspecting clubs who may or may not know the ongoing politics of 

the province.   

 

The recommended slate of officials for the new Skate Ontario Board of Directors represents all 

areas of Ontario and contains a broad and diverse set of skills that will lead our sport into the 

future.    If this vote for the Board of Directors is defeated, there are tremendous repercussions 

to the skaters, coaches, officials and volunteers in this province.  Our sport recognition to the 

government of Ontario is dependent on our compliance to the rules that govern sport.  Without 

sport recognition, our sport risks losing access to any government funding, access to any 

provincial or federal multi-sport games and we would not have a voice at the Ontario table for a 

minimum of three years.  This is not an acceptable fate for the skaters and coaches of our 

province.  We deserve to be a strong member group and we need to bring this process to the 

finish line.   

 

The clubs and coaches of Ontario have already confirmed their willingness to change.   We now 

need to ensure that the vote on Saturday, February 25, 2017 is complete.  This vote lies in the 

hands of your club executives.  Please talk to them and confirm that they are making an 

informed vote that will positively impact the skaters of your club and of this province for years to 

come. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Paul MacIntosh   Scott Rachuk 

Coaches Chair   Director, Sport Operations 

Skate Ontario-T-Comm  Skate Ontario 


